
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Private Tank Water Test    Price for the Full Suite = $172.50 inc GST  
 
This suite of tests is one which homeowners can use to determine the quality of their tank 
water supply - surface, ground or roof water. The suite measures a wide range 
of likely contaminants including: 
 

 E. coli (and Total Coliforms) 

 Chloride, Sulphate and Nitrate 

 Arsenic, Boron, Calcium, Copper, Iron, Magnesium, Manganese, 
Potassium, Silica, Sodium, Zinc and Total Hardness  

 pH, Conductivity, Turbidity and Alkalinity 
 
The suite can be tested without E. coli for $126.50 inc GST 
 

E. coli Price = $46 inc GST 
 

Please complete the fields below and return with your sample 

 

Test Name Test Price Please Tick One 

Full Suite $172.50  

Chemistry Only $126.50  

E. coli $46.00  

For Eurofins: Customer Cashsale-XXXX  
  Sample Point Group: PrivTank 

 

Your Name  

Your email address  
The report will be sent here 

 

Location the sample was 
collected from 

 

Please flush your tap for 2 minutes then collect a sample in a new 600mL pump water bottle. 
Courier the sample to 85 Port Road, Seaview, Lower Hutt using an overnight courier. 

Before you send your sample please direct credit the full amount to: BNZ Lower Hutt:  
02-0528-0513672-00 using your name as the direct credit bank reference.  



Description of the Tests 

Test Notes 

Arsenic 
Arsenic is found in some soils around New Zealand and this can lead to elevated 
arsenic levels in some bore waters. The NZ Drinking Water Standards (NZDWS) lists a 
Maximum Allowable Value of 0.01 g/m

3
. 

Boron 
Boron is introduced to water supplies through the weathering of rocks or from 
geothermal processes. The NZDWS lists a Maximum Acceptable Value of 1.4 g/m

3
. 

Calcium Required to calculate the Total Hardness 

Chloride 
Chloride is usually present in water sources as sodium chloride - or salt. The NZDWS 
lists a Guideline Value of 250 g/m

3
, above which the water can taste salty and cause 

corrosion and indicate possible seawater intrusion. 

Conductivity 
Conductivity is not listed in the NZDWS and is an indicator of how many ions are 
dissolved in the water such as chloride, sulphate and iron. 

Copper 

Copper is introduced to water supplies through the weathering of rocks, from 
geothermal processes and from copper pipes and can cause a blue stain at elevated 
levels. The NZDWS lists a Guideline Value of 1 g/m3 and Maximum Acceptable Value 
of 2 g/m

3
. 

Iron 
Iron is an essential element and is very common in NZ water. The NZDWS lists a 
Guideline Value of 0.2 g/m

3
. 

Magnesium Required to calculate the Total Hardness 

Manganese 
Manganese is introduced to water supplies through the weathering of rocks and is 
common in NZ. The NZDWS lists a Guideline Value of 0.04 g/m

3
and a Maximum 

Allowable Value of 0.4 g/m
3
. 

Nitrate 
Nitrate-Nitrogen is introduced to water supplies through fertiliser run-off, the breakdown 
of organic matter, and from septic tanks and effluent ponds. The NZDWS lists a 
Maximum Allowable Value of 11.3 g/m

3
. 

pH 
pH measures how acidic or basic the water sample is. Waters with low pH can be 
corrosive and those with a high pH can promote scale formation in pipes and hot water 
cylinders. The guideline value for pH in the NZDWS is 7.0 to 8.5. 

Potassium 
Potassium is not listed in the NZDWS and is included here as a likely indicator of dairy 
farm contamination. 

Silica 
Silica is a hard, glassy mineral substance and is one of the most abundant elements on 
earth. It is released during the weathering of rocks and is only slightly soluble in water. 
Water with high levels of silica can form scale in water heaters and kettles. 

Sodium 
Sodium is usually present in water sources as sodium chloride - or salt. The NZDWS 
lists a Guideline Value of 200 g/m

3
, above which the water can taste salty and cause 

corrosion. 

Sulphate 
Sulphate is present in some New Zealand soils and can cause taste problems at high 
levels. The NZDWS lists a Guideline Value of 250 g/m

3
, above which the water can 

taste bad and smell of sulphur. 

Total 
Alkalinity 

Alkalinity is a measure of a waters ability to neutralise acid and is not listed in the 
NZDWS. It is included here as a general water quality parameter 

Total 
Hardness 

Hardness is derived from the calcium and magnesium content of the water and 
indicates the likelihood of scale formation inside pipes and kettles. 

Turbidity 
Turbidity in water is caused by the presence of fine suspended matter such as clay, silt, 
and other particles. The NZDWS limit is 2.5 NTU which should be met if UV treatment 
is used. 

Zinc 
Zinc is introduced to water supplies through the weathering of rocks and from 
galvanised pipes. The NZDWS lists a Guideline Value of 1.5 g/m

3
. 

E.coli 
E.coli is found in the lower intestine of warm-blooded animals and its presence in a 
water sample indicates faecal contamination. The NZDWS states that no E.coli should 
be present in drinking water. 

Total 
Coliforms 

Total Coliforms is not listed in the NZDWS but is included here as a general 
microbiological water quality parameter. 

 


