
A new school for tsunami-affected children in Hambantota, Sri Lanka 

 

 

In the district of Hambantota, in the southeast of Sri Lanka, 7 schools have been destroyed 

by the tsunami and 4 others have been closed for security reasons, as they were close to the 

seashore. As a consequence, the 5371 pupils of these schools have been placed in other 

schools and the classrooms became 

overcrowded and noisy. The number of students 

per teacher has doubled. 

 

Thus, Plan set up a project that aims at building 

and fitting a new school in Ruhunu, a village in 

Hambantota, with a capacity of 3000 primary 

and secondary pupils. The project aims too at 

reinforcing parents, students and teachers’ 

capacities to advocate for the children rights and 

to establish a school where kids come regularly, 

learn efficiently and pass their exams.  

 

This school will guarantee quality education to these affected children and so ensure better 

opportunities for their future.  It will also allow the secondary students to stay with their 

families, since the good secondary schools are far away from Hambantota. 

 

The project has already started, and so far it reached a point where:  

- the primary school is almost finished : 40 classrooms, a library, a dining hall, a 

teachers’ room, a playground and latrines, as well as an administration building and 

houses for the teachers have been built. Mostly coating work remains to be done.. 

- the secondary school is half-finished : the ground-work has been done for 15 

classrooms, a library with Internet connection, latrines, 2 sciences laboratories, an 

assembly hall, as well as a vocational building with 5 workshops and music/art 

classrooms. An administration building has been also constructed, with a large library, 

staff rooms, a sickbay and a dental surgery for the students.  

 

The schools will be completely finished by the end of the year. They will then be furnished 

and equipped with educational materials in accordance with governmental norms.  

 

After this phase, Plan will carry on with the qualitative part of the project, based on the 

“School Improvement Program”. This integrated approach aims at improving the quality 

of education by involving every educational players and taking care of every aspect of 

education (educational means, teaching methods, artistic and vocational trainings, 

participation of pupils in the life of the school…). The related activities should be finished by 

April 2007, since the opening day is planned for 18 May 2007. 

 

To ensure long-lasting effects to this project, every member of the community, and 

especially the pupils, have been involved in all the phases of the project.  

 

The total budget for this project is 3,37 million euros. 


