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- a cost-effective solution for rice retailers”



Low Carbon Lifestyles and low carbon rice 



Low Carbon Lifestyles



What to learn from the Southpole scandal

Choice of baseline is most sensitive step – What do you want to compare to ?

Media and public from the climate critical front will only wait for an 
opportunity to shoot holes

The Great Cash-for-Carbon Hustle | The New Yorker

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2023/10/23/the-great-cash-for-carbon-hustle
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2023/10/23/the-great-cash-for-carbon-hustle
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How to decarbonize rice cultivation





AWD – basic idea



AWD – key challenges



Low carbon rice – shifting baselines ?



Circular economy 
based agricultural 
by-products



The SRP assurance scheme and the new Low 
carbon module



33 Civil Society 
Organizations, 

 27.05%

26 Public 
Sectors 21.31%

40 Supply Chain 
Actors 32.78%

23 Services and 
Equipment 
Providers, 

18.85%

122

Membership Sectoral Representation

30 
countries



Key Elements for Assessment
1. SRP Standard Practices Relate to LCA - Irrigation management (AWD); Residu 

management (no burning) and Fertilizer usage (reduce Nitrogen application)

2. Data Accuracy & Completeness - Ensure that all required data points are accurate, 

complete, and aligned with the defined methodology

3. Compliance with methodology - Confirm that producers followed the appropriate 

reporting and measurement guidelines within the MRV framework

4. MRV platform validation - Trough MRV platform (Carbon Farm)

5. Leakage - If there are significant leakages, this should be reported to SRP so the 

emission factor (EF) calculation could be re-calculated



Photo credits:  Sou Nat/SMP Cambodia 

SRP Low Carbon 
Assurance Module



Data Requirements
Field boundary Polygon mapped

Latitude / Longitude 
Draw or upload .kml .shp

Crop & residue management Planting date
Harvest date
Yield
Yield unit
Residue harvested
Residue burnt

[dd/mm/yyyy]
[dd/mm/yyyy]
Integer
[t/ha, kg/ha]
[0%, 25%, 50%, 75%, 85%, 
95%, 100%]
[Y/N]

Irrigation Events [Continuous, Single AWD, 
Multiple AWD]

Nutrient Management Product
Percent N
Rate amount
Rate unit

[List supplied]
Integer
Integer
[kg/ha, l/ha]



SRP labelled assurance in numbers



Cost effectiveness from 
implementer /retailer 
perspective
• Implementation of data recording 

already in place with SRP 
assurance

• Targeted deployment of inputs
• Confinement of agrochemicals

• Premiums: 
Welcome but not essential



Cost-effectiveness from the farmer side



Associated benefits of LCAM



Take aways





www.internationalsustainablericeforum.com



Take-aways: Benefits of SRP



Take-aways: low carbon rice

Reducing low carbon rice to the simple equation low carbon rice = AWD 
Bears the risk to be the next carbon scandal

AWD is a reasonable element, but has to be embedded 
in a holistic framework of technologies and training
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