
Contaminants of Emerging 
Concern (CECs) are 
contaminants that 
occur in water and for 
which standards have 
generally not been set 
by either USEPA or FDA.  
Examples of CECs include 

hexavalent chromium, pharmaceuticals, 
perfluorinated compounds (PFOS and 
PFOA), N-Nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA), 
Perchlorate,1,4-Dioxane and algal toxins.

The Food Safety 
Modernization Act (FSMA), 
recently promulgated 
legislation, establishes 
methods and guidelines 
for protection of food, 
inspection and safety 
measures in food 

production and methods for documenting 
and tracking ingredients in food products.  
In light of the FSMA standards, the quality 
of the water used as an ingredient or in 
the manufacturing process should be 
evaluated, whether the source is privately 
controlled or purchased from a local purveyor. 
Water quality further becomes a critical 
consideration when the source is directly 
or indirectly influenced by wastewater or 
recycled water.
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The Safe Drinking Water 
Act (SDWA) is the 
primary mechanism by 
which Federal and State 
governments regulate 
public water supplies in 
the United States ensuring 
water delivered for indirect 

or direct human consumption meets the 
health and safety standards set by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 
The USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels 
(MCLs) are set based on health risk thresholds 
for water consumption. States have the option 
to adopt USEPA’s Federal MCLs, set more 
stringent MCLs or establish additional MCLs 
for contaminants that occur with some degree 
of frequency in their respective state but for 
which no Federal regulation exists. The Food 
& Drug Administration (FDA) regulates food 
safety.  FDA Title 21 establishes standards for 
bottled water and water used to create other 
beverages and these standards generally 
mirror the USEPA MCLs.

Regulation of Water

Accreditations
• ISO/IEC 17025
•  Drinking Water Certification 
  (all 50 States & Territories) 
• The NELAC Institute
•  Legionella (CDC - ELITE)
• UCMR Lab Approval (EPA)
•  Perfluorochemicals (NJ)
•  LT2 Cryptosporidium
•  Perchlorate Lab Approval (MA)
•  Hexavalent Chromium (CA)
•  Radioactive Material License
•  International Soils Handling (DOA)
• DBP Lab Approval (ICR)

Water in Food
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Eurofins Eaton Analytical is the leading 
testing provider to a host of industries that 
rely upon water quality in the production of 
food products, to evaluate potential new 
sources of water, to promote quality in a 
branding strategy or elevate standing in the 
marketplace. Our testing protocols meet or 
exceed the requirement of the USEPA and 
FDA, as well as international standards such 
as the International Standards Organization 
(ISO), World Health Organization (WHO) and 
European Union (EU) standards for water 
quality.

Experience

Eurofins Eaton Analytical serves more than
1,000 clients across the U.S.

Water in Food Products & Processes
Water is a key ingredient in virtually every 
food product and process. Companies such 
as grain & dairy manufacturers, poultry & 
cattle plants, dairy farms, fruit & vegetable 
producers and pet food suppliers purchase 
water from local municipalities or maintain 
their own water sources for use in their 
production processes. At a minimum, source 
water quality should be evaluated to confirm 
compliance with USEPA/FDA standards. 
Many companies have also established 
their own quality standards unique to their 
particular businesses and food products 
which may include USEPA or WHO 
standards, state-specific MCLs, SOQs and/
or CECs. Internal quality standards further 
support a quality focus and enhance the 
company brand. 
Eurofins Eaton Analytical provides water 
quality verification testing for USEPA, FDA, 
International Standards and/or CECs for 
many of the largest food manufacturers in the 
U.S.

Bottled Water and Beverage
Eurofins Eaton Analytical performs annual 
permit compliance and other specialized 
testing for the nation’s largest companies 
producing bottled water, soda, sports drinks 
and other beverages. Bottled water customers 
must include USEPA/FDA compliance testing 
reports with permit to sell applications and 
renewals each year. Many of these companies 
test with lower reporting limits than the FDA 
requires and include CECs in their testing to 
support product image and brand quality and 
to meet multinational requirements.
Eurofins Eaton Analytical provides permit 
and specialized compliance testing for Nestle 
Waters, Niagara Bottling LLC, Fiji Water, DS 
Services and a host of other national and 
international companies.

Services
Eurofins Eaton Analytical offers a central 
resource for testing, consulting, and data 
management services in support of Water in 
Food quality initiatives. We can provide the 
following:

One-stop shopping & 50-state 
certification for all analyses

•	 	

Testing using ISO 17025 accredited 
methods

•	 	

Technical expertise to help define 
brand-specific water quality standards

•	 	

Experience managing the movement of 
samples to/from locations worldwide

•	 	

Data management including online 
search for occurrence and customized 
report forms and trend analysis

•	 	


