
How to Comply with California Proposition 65 
 
Proposition 65 protects California’s drinking water by prohibiting companies from knowingly 
discharging toxic chemicals in sources of that water. Its goal is to prevent the toxic substances 
that cause cancer, birth defects, and other reproductive harm from entering the drinking water 
supply.  
 
The regulation covers products that Californians buy or use in the homes or workplaces. The 
proposition also regulates the chemicals released into the environment. 
 
Proposition 65 has strong support from the residents of California. In fact, voters brought 
Proposition 65 to the ballot in November of 1985. The proposition later passed by a 63 to 37 
percent vote, and became known as the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 
1986, although many still refer to it as Proposition 65. 
 
The proposition requires the State of California to maintain a list of prohibited chemicals, and 
to update the list annually. First published in 1987, the list now includes more than 900 
chemicals.   
 
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) oversees the Safe Drinking 
Water and Toxic Enforcement program. OEHHA determines whether certain chemicals meet 
the scientific and legal requirements for placement on the list of prohibited chemicals. The 
OEHHA, which is part of the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA), also 
administers regulations that govern Proposition 65 warnings and other aspects of the law. 
 
The OEHHA has established safe harbor levels, which means that the anticipated level of 
exposure level to one of the listed channels will not post a significant risk of cancer or 
reproductive harm. Safer harbor levels include No Significant Risk Levels (NSRLs) for chemicals 
known to cause cancer and Maximum Allowable Dose Levels (MADLs) for chemicals that cause 
reproductive problems.  
 
What Proposition 65 Means for Businesses 
 
Proposition 65 requires all businesses in California to provide “clear and reasonable” warning 
before they knowingly and intentionally expose someone to a listed chemical. Businesses can 
use a variety of means to express this warning to consumers, workers and the public. They may 
label a consumer product, for example, post signs at a workplace, distribute notices in 
neighborhoods, or publish notices in newspapers. Once the state lists a chemical, businesses 
have 12 months to begin displaying warnings. 
 
Proposition 65 also prohibits the discharge of chemicals into the environment by any company 
that does business within California. Once the state lists a chemical in its database, businesses 
have 20 months to comply. 
 

https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65
https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/chemicals


Some organizations, such as businesses with fewer than 10 employees and government 
agencies, are exempt from Proposition 65’s discharge prohibitions and warning requirements. 
Also exempt from the discharge prohibition and warning requirement are those businesses that 
can show that the exposures are below the safe harbor levels. 
 
Complying with California Proposition 65 
 
Manufacturers operating in California must do due diligence to ensure that their products 
comply with Proposition 65 labeling. Compliance always starts with an assessment of raw 
materials and the supply line. Compliance may also require proving to the state that a product 
does not expose drinking water to toxic substances.  
 
Many turn to toxicology and chemical testing to determine if their products contain chemicals 
of concern. Toxicology and chemical testing helps manufacturers assess raw material and 
components in the product line and supply chain. Testing provides measurable and verifiable 
data in chemical emission testing. Chemical testing can also help companies show that their 
products are within safe harbor levels and are therefore exempt from Proposition 65.  
 
Eurofins Consumer Product Testing provides a wide variety of customized services and 
technologies that simplify the process of complying with Proposition 65. As one of the world’s 
leading companies in the testing, inspection and certification industry, Eurofins Consumer 
Product Testing has more than 800 global testing labs and 3.781 billion dollar revenue. Eurofins 
Consumer Product Testing offers testing for a number of manufacturing categories, such as toys 
and children products, softlines and apparel, food contact materials, detergents and cleaning 
products, cosmetics, paper and hygiene products, and household goods and furniture.  
 
Eurofins Consumer Product Testing stepwise approach to compliance: 
 

1. Eurofins utilizes a hazardous substance and regulatory compliance information system, 
HENZ, to perform Chemical Safety Assessments (CSA) on the materials making up final 
consumer products.  Knowing the manufacturing process and material makeup provides 
better visualization into your supply chain, which allows integral risk assessment of 
hazardous chemicals. 

2. Eurofins collects data on the electronic reporting of 60-Day notices and evaluates trends 
to advise our clients on which chemicals and consumer products bounty hunters are 
targeting. 

3. Eurofins performs total content analyses utilizing standardized methodology from 
internationally recognized organizations for standardization on high-risk substances.  If a 
standard method is not attainable then Eurofins experts shall prepare validated 
methods employing the most sophisticated analytical techniques to date to achieve 
trace levels of detection. 

4. Eurofins simulate certain exposure routes by using wipe, migration or chamber testing if 
content analysis results in high concentrations or known amounts in a material are over 
national or international reporting limits. 



5. Eurofins in-house board certified toxicologists perform toxicological risk assessments for 
both consumers and workers in determining exposure levels based on chemical analyses 
performed at Eurofins laboratories worldwide.  In the absence of a safe harbor levels, 
Eurofins toxicologists calculate levels of anticipated exposure posing a significant risk of 
cancer or reproductive harm. 

6. Eurofins review warnings and labels to ensure they meet the criteria found in the Act 
and its Regulations for both consumer and occupational exposure. 


