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Forensic covert markers  

What are they and what are they for?

Covert markers are available for 
crime detection agencies to purchase 
from one of the forensic kits and 
consumable equipment suppliers 
such as WA Products. Testing can 
then be undertaken at LGC. Several 
different types of covert markers are 
available, some of which are in powder 
form, and some of which are greases. 

Their purpose is to allow an ‘invisible’ 
trace to be planted on an item by a 
crime detection agency and for this 
trace to be subsequently recovered 
from, for example, the hands or clothing 
of a person following surveillance. 
Covert markers cannot be seen under 
normal lighting conditions, but an 
indication of their presence can often be 
seen using UV light. 



What makes covert markers such good 
evidence?

The material is designed to be highly 
transferable; touching a surface contaminated 
with these covert markers is expected to 
facilitate acquisition on skin or textiles every 
time. The markers are also extremely difficult to 
remove once acquired, for example, numerous 
hand washes often leave at least some of the 
components on the skin. 

The highly unusual components mixed into the 
covert markers are designed so that they are 
not normally encountered by the general public.  
The number of different components used 
depends on the product used, with standard and 
enhanced markers being available (the difference 
being the number of identifiers in the recipe). 
The forensic scientist can then provide an expert 
opinion regarding the evidence of finding some, 
or all of the unusual trace components.

In summary

LGC has the knowledge and in-house 
specialist techniques required to provide 
forensic support to crime detection agencies, 
following their deployment of covert markers 
(from WA Products). The use of these 
‘invisible traces’ can provide highly significant, 
forensic links between a person in contact with 
an object ‘marked’ in such a way.

For further information please contact us:  
Tel: +44 (0)844 2641 999  www.lgcgroup.com/enquiries

Screening hands for the potential presence of covert 
marker (UV light)

A single example of a tiny component, of a highly 
unusual nature

Paper swabs- one showing covert marker under UV light
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