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There is another way – proactive rather than 
reactive testing. DNA Multiscan is being 
brought to the UK and it has the potential to 
revolutionise horticultural analysis.

The current testing methods are useful to find which 
pathogens are present within the plants being tested, 
but the tests are normally only undertaken once 
there are already visible signs of damage – when crop 
failure is highly likely.

Conducting tests every few weeks to ensure issues 
can be detected at the earliest possible opportunity 
is already a widespread practice in the Netherlands, 
and the process is now being introduced in the UK by 
Eurofins Agro. 

How can I tell if there’s a 
problem?

In the main, visual checks are used to tell if there 
is a problem with plants – but it’s often too late 
to salvage them once there are visible signs of 
damage. Scientists at Eurofins Agro are making it 
their mission to introduce routine testing to detect 
pathogens at a much earlier stage.

Why should I test before 
there are signs of a problem?

Ensuring tests are undertaken as a preventative 
measure rather than once you’ve already spotted an 
issue means the problem will be easier to get under 
control. Much like taking your car for its annual MOT 
rather than waiting until it breaks down to have it 
looked at, regular testing means you’re more likely 
to pick up a problem at its earliest stages before it 
begins to visually affect the plant – so you can then be 
proactive rather than reactive about solving the issue.

What’s wrong with the 
testing methods currently 
used in the UK?

Keeping your plants healthy is probably one of your primary 
concerns – but harmful fungi and bacteria can undermine this 
goal, and that’s why testing is so important. But by the time you 
can see the problem, it may be too late.



The results come back a few days after the testing 
and then a report is generated detailing which fungi 
or bacteria have been identified and the severity of 
the issue.

What is a DNA Multiscan? A DNA Multiscan identifies fungi and bacteria 
present within a plant before you can see them, 
giving you the information needed to decide which 
pesticides might be appropriate to use.
Testing packages which are tailored to the crop can 
be offered, with a range of pathogens being tested for 
as part of each package. 

How does the process work? Samples are taken of water, soil and the plants 
themselves. The DNA of any fungi or bacteria present 
is detected and then sticks to a special membrane. 
The type of pathogen present is determined by its 
unique DNA, which means scientists can identify 
which fungi or bacteria is present, and the intensity 
of the spots on the membrane reveal the severity of 
the issue.

How long does it take?

What’s the cost? The average cost is £175 per sample which includes 
guidance on how to take samples.



Are there any other benefits? As well as reducing the likelihood of early crop 
failure, regular testing could also assist when it 
comes to lessening the need for pesticides. These 
chemicals being used in a non-targeted way (which 
is becoming more difficult due to limited availability) 
can have an effect on biodiversity and on non-target 
plants, and organisations such as the Food, Farming 
and Countryside Commission are looking to end their 
use where possible in a bid to protect biodiversity.

For more information about DNA Multiscan or 
Eurofins Agro, please email agrotesting@eurofins.
co.uk or call 0845 604 6740.

Who are Eurofins Agro? The company is part of Eurofins Scientific, meaning 
the team has access to global centres of excellence 
testing laboratories, with the highest level of 
accreditation, quality and resources. State of the art 
analytical methods and consultancy advice is offered 
and Eurofins Agro Testing UK conducts research 
either individually or in collaboration with other 
knowledge institutions.

How do I find out more?


